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At the bottom of the page two pages after page 
46, please insert --48--. 

At the bottom of the page three pages after page 
46, please insert --49--. 

At the bottom of the page four pages after page 
46, please insert --50--. 

At the bottom of the page five pages after page 
46, please insert --51--. 

In the Claims 



*3t7 .j &mended) . In, , a daf r - rnmmnni rnM n n n rf w n rfr -- 

for communicating data between a plurality of datp. 
stations over a communications medium under cojarffrol 
of a processor which outputs a plurality of/control 
signals, apparatus comprising: 

a receive memory means and a trai^mit memory 
means; 

a receive datapath corresponding- to each data 
station coupled between said cgmtmunications medium 



and said receive memory meap^ for providing at least 
some data received over s^d_d [media] communications iv> 
medium to said receive jrtemory means; 

a transmit datapath corresponding to each data 
station coupled between said transmit memory means 
and said communications medium for providing at least 
some data from ysaid transmit memory means to said 
communication's medium; 

each s^id receive datapath including^ 
a deserializer configured to receive serial data 
from saifd communications medium and output at least a 
portion of said received serial data in parallel; 
means for [determining] selectively 
ansmittina. Jjx-^espon'Se "Eo"one of said plurality of 
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iai-ST" fwhetHer] saxdT dat< 



deserializer [is jDrp3*Aderfl to said memory means; 

said^txansmit datapath including a serializer 
cop^igured to receive parallel data and output serial 



3. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
said data received over said communications medium 
includes status data indicating at least [the] a 
status of port activities. 

4. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
said data received over said communications medium 
[includes] comprises status data including at least 
[the] a status of interrupts of at least one of said 
data stations and wherein each said receive datapath 
includes a demultiplexer coupled between said 
communications path and said deserializer for 
diverting said status data to a first location prior 
to receipt of serial data in said deserializer. 



9. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
said data stations include at least first and second 
network data stations, and said apparatus is 
contained in [a] said first network data station, 
which is coupled, via said communications medium, to 
a first plurality of other data stations and also 
coupled, by said apparatus, via said communications 
medium, to [a] said second network data station which 
is coupled to a second plurality of data stations and 
wherein: 

said transmit datapath includes a first-in- 
first-out buffer for receiving data from said 
transmit [buffer] memory means and holding said data 
before providing said data to said serializer. 
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Please cancel claims 16 and 17 without 
prejudice . 
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In a data communication network for 
communicating data between data stations over a 
communications medium, said network including at 
least first and second network data stations, said 
first network data station coupled to a first 
plurality of said data stations and also coupled to 
said second network data station, said second network 
data station being coupled to a second plurality of 
said data stations, [apparatus] said first network 
data station comprising: 

a receive memory device and a transmit memory 
device ; 

- a receive datapath coupled between said 
communications medium and said receive memory means 
for providing at least some data received over said 
media to said receive memory device; 

a transmit datapath coupled between said 
transmit memory means and said communications medium 
for providing at least some data from said transmit 
memory device to said communications medium; 

a first-in-first-out buffer coupled to said 
first network data station for receiving data from 
said transmit memory device and holding said data 
before providing said data to said second network 
data station; and 

wherein said first- in-first-out buffer is 
configured to output its contents in response to a 
signal transmitted by said second network data 
station . 



